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Inside this issue… 

# PLAYSAFE 

#STAYSAFE 

Have you recently lost a 

loved one?  Consider do-

nating a tree to our course 

in their memory.  If you 

are interested in  

purchasing a memorial 

tree, please contact us by 

phone at 989-348-5618 or 

email to: 

graylingcoun-

tryclub@gmail.com 

Greetings! 
 
In our last newsletter, I wrote about the issues of trying to run a business that is 100% reliant on the 
weather for it’s success.  Who could have foreseen the other issues that have occurred which we have 
no control over? 
 
Golf as a sport, and our facility, were fortunate that we were one of the first to be allowed to open once 
the restrictions began to lift. That privilege comes with responsibilities not to be abused, and we still 
need to respect state guidelines on social distancing. This means no alcohol sales and limited cart 
usage. I would ask all of our members, their guests and our visitors to respect the restrictions and our 
own guidelines. This is paramount for your own safety and the safety of others, including our staff. 
Importantly, there are legal implications for us such as bringing your own alcohol onto the course, 
which will jeopardize our liquor license. 
 
Golf is a game based on personal integrity; if the worst inconvenience to happen to us during this 
whole COVID crisis is having to walk the course a couple of times and not buy a drink, we should  
consider ourselves the lucky ones. 
 
On the bright side, all of these restrictions are gradually being lifted and this may even be old news by 
the time you read this, meaning our bar and food sales are back to some type of “normal”, although do 
not expect social distancing to go away for a while. 
 
This winter has been particularly busy for the Board of Directors and we have met  more frequently, 
having twice our normal scheduled meetings, for COVID preparation as well as normal business  
matters. We also spent a lot of time exploring options to replace our General Manager, which was not  
an easy decision based on the caliber of the candidates. However, I am pleased to announce the  
appointment of  our new General Manager, Andy Vernon, who comes not only with a vast experience 
of the golf industry, but also with a business background that will compliment our existing management 
team. 
 
We would also like to wish Mike and Kelly Fortino a happy retirement. 
 
Wishing each and everyone of our members, guests and staff a very safe and happy summer and 
soon the slow start will be a distant memory. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
John Whittaker, President 
517-719-5417 
john@northernstaris.com 

New E-Caddy Ryder’s Coming Soon! 

Exciting 4 new single rider golf 

carts have been ordered and 

are coming soon!   

 

Here is Barb Whittaker, trying 

one on for size! 



 

 

 

 

A Note from Andy Vernon, General Manager 
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Health benefits of 

golf, recent  

survey suggests 

“Anybody over 

65 who plays golf 

at least once a  

month is likely to 

be around a  

decade later.” 

 

The difference  

between golf & 

government is 

that in golf you 

can’t improve 

your lie. 

 

What other  

People find in  

poetry or art  

museums, I find 

in the flight of a 

good drive.  

-Arnold Palmer 

 

A kid grows up  

faster on the golf  

course. Golf 

teaches you how 

to behave. 

Dear Members and Stockholders, 
 
Let me begin by introducing myself, my name is Andy Vernon. I grew up in Kalamazoo and 
come from a large family. I have worked on golf courses since I was 13. I went to high school 
at Hackett Catholic Prep. I received my undergrad degree in accounting from GVSU. I  
received my law degree from WMU Thomas Cooley Law School.  I am bar certified in Ohio & 
Michigan. I practiced law in Ohio for a couple years (and to be clear, I am not a Buckeye’s 
fan). I decided to step away from my law practice to pursue my passion for golf. This has led 
me to your community here in Grayling. 
 
It has been a challenging start to the season. The staff has responded wonderfully. We have 
done some much needed maintenance around the clubhouse. I want to thank Tanya and the 
staff who have worked hard making the club storage area more accommodating.  It’s not  
totally complete yet, but we will continue to make improvements.  
 
From an operational standpoint, we have opened the clubhouse to guests. We must keep 
the inside occupancy to 75 people or less. Masks must be worn when entering the  
clubhouse. Masks may be removed when you reach your table. We appreciate your  
understanding and patience with the “new normal”. 
 
Carts will be single riders unless you live in the same household. We have installed  
plexiglas shields on some carts to accommodate two riders. We have instituted an  
Employees of the Month program.  Please vote for any staff member that you feel is  
deserving of recognition.  There will be a container in the clubhouse to cast your vote. 
 
I have met a number of you already and look forward to meeting the rest of the Grayling 
Country Club community. It will be a great season despite the current challenges. Thank you 
for welcoming me into your community.  General Manager, Andy Vernon 

GCC Designs New Logo—Product Available 

Our new logo has been designed!  Clothing and product 
will be available. 
 
If you are interested in order-
ing clothing, please contact 
us.   
 



 

 

  

Board of Directors News and Views 

Our resident 

cranes had 

 only one baby 

this year.  Look 

for them on the 

course. 

Business Report by the Treasurer 
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Stockholders, please remember that all of our meeting minutes and financial documents are located 

on our website under the password protected section for Stockholders only.  This information is       

updated regularly.  

BOARD MEMBER COMMITTEES 

John Whittaker john@northernstaris.com 517-719-5417 President 

 

Course, Grounds, Buildings & Property 

Chet Wheeler  chetwheeler@hotmail.com 616-644-0246   

Dave Lovely  crocket75@live.com  989-619-2926 

Mike Campbell  mjcampbell@charter.net 989-390-0308 

Publicity, Communications, & Business Operations 

Chet Wheeler  chetwheeler@hotmail.com 616-644-0246  Publicity  

Travis Huber  travis@875main.com  989-915-9242 Treasurer 

Craig Hinkle  cehinkle@hotmail.com  989-390-2214  

Memberships, Tourney & Entertainment 

Herb Olson  herbso@aol.com  989-390-3850 Secretary 

Rusty Strohpaul  rstrohpaul@gmail.com  989-390-4735 

Rob Aubry  aubry91@charter.net  989-615-8203 Vice President 

Words from our Chef, Scott Schmidt a.k.a “Smitty” 

I hope you have kept safe in these trying times.  My staff and I in the kitchen, look forward to seeing all of your smiling faces 

back in the clubhouse.  We have added some new items this year to our menu.  I’ve also tried to lower some pricing without 

sacrificing quality.  However, in our current crisis, beef is in short supply and has been increased in price, so the burger will 

remain the same cost for now. We are also having a difficult time receiving all of our product necessary to make some things 

on our menu.   

 

Please be patient with us, we will get there.  We welcome any suggestions and feedback, and we hope you all have a great 
summer.  

- Chef Smitty 

Hello Friends, 
 
2020, it goes without saying that this has been quite the year in comparison to 2019, or any other year for that matter. Thus 
far, it has been nearly impossible to compare to the budget we created in January or create a new one with the ever-changing 
regulations due to COVID-19. On a positive note, after a slower than usual start through April, our memberships are almost 
up to 2019 totals through Mid-May.  
 
I would expect we will have a clearer forecast in the beginning of June. As of now, expenses have been kept in check and 
with the club applying for, and being granted the PPP Loan, we are in a sound financial position for 2020 as the regulations 
begin to lighten. We are anticipating less outings this year, but most have not cancelled, they just have been postponed. This 
should mean more time for open play. And personally, I have seen more guest play than I can remember!  Possible new 
members?! I would like to personally thank everyone for the ongoing support of OUR club.  See you out there! 
 
Respectfully, 
Travis Huber, Treasurer 



Secretary, Herb Olson Asks, “Considering Being a Stockholder?” 
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In spite of our pandemic, we’ve had great success with new members joining us this year.  We welcome each and everyone of 

you.  We look forward to serving you.  Please introduce yourself to our staff, we like to know everyone on a first name basis. 

 

New Members 

Eric Brinks     Tyler & Sarah McClanahan 

Ralph Dandy     Larry Nofzinger 

Greg & Kathy Gothro    John Ochs 

Matthew Kersey     Shawn Schnoor 

Mitchell Kersey     Charles Tinker 

Ronald LeCronier & Cherie Badanjek  Joe Wasser & Barb Bowers 

Dennis Marelich     Walter Walsh 

 

Up & Coming Next Generation Golfers—Our New College & Junior Golfers 

Cameron Baker 

Bryson Cobb 

Logan Cobb 

Anthony Harrington     New Stockholders 

Mitchel Harrington     Kirk Bascom 

Chris Hunter      Richard Schreiber 

Another benefit of being a member of the Grayling Country Club is the opportunity to 

own stock by becoming a stockholder. Not only does this allow you to own a 1/75th 

share in our club and have a voice in the management of the club’s activities, but it also 

offers other benefits that include membership discounts, the free use of our facility to 

host events, complimentary golf packages and more. The cost is set by the Board of 
Directors annually (and has increased over time). For the most updated price and addi-

tional information, or to be placed on our waiting list to obtain one share, please contact 

myself or any board member. 

Sincerely,  

Herb Olson, Secretary 

Welcome New Member’s & Stockholders 

2020 Golf Rates 

 

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY    WEEKEND-FRIDAY THRU SUNDAY 

PUBLIC (NON-MEMBERS)    ALL PUBLIC (NON-MEMBERS) 

18 HOLES WITH CART              $32.00   18 HOLES WITH CART              $34.00 

18 HOLES – WALKING              $21.00   18 HOLES – WALKING              $23.00  
9 HOLES WITH CART  $21.00   9 HOLES WITH CART  $23.00 

9 HOLES – WALKING  $12.00   9 HOLES – WALKING  $14.00 

 

DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR FIRST RESPONDERS-POLICE/FIRE/EMS 
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Leagues 

Men’s Leagues - 

Our Men’s leagues are in full swing with over 150 players in 5 leagues.  To avoid excessive social gathering we’ve changed 

from all match’s being played in a short time frame on Tuesday’s & Wednesday’s to playing a match anytime Monday thru   

Friday.  This seems to be working well. 

 

If you’re playing in our leagues but are not receiving information via email, and/or don’t have access to the Golf League Net-

work website, text Herb Olson at 989-390-3850.  If you are interested in joining a league, you can also text Herb to see if we 
have an opening for you. 

 

The coordinators for all leagues include Mike Campbell, Rob Aubry and Herb Olson.  The administrator for the McIsaac league 

is Tom Coors. Travis Huber administers the Gierke league, Rob Aubry administers the Wednesday Blue league, and Kyle 

Slusser administers both the Tuesday and Wednesday Red leagues.   

 

Ladies Leagues — 

The Tuesday 18 hole ladies league will begin on Tuesday, June 2 at 8:30 a.m.  If you are interested in joining this league, 

please contact Jody Hinkle at 989-390-2214.   

 

The Wednesday 9 hole ladies league will have a meeting on Wednesday, May 27 at 9:00 a.m., with play tentatively starting on 

Wednesday, June 3 at 9:00 a.m. If you are interested in playing in this league, contact Becky Walrath at 989-344-1130. 

 

Monday night Chicks with Sticks league will start on Monday, June 8th at 5:30 p.m. This is a 9 hole league with a relaxed 

scramble play.  If you are interested in joining this league, please contact Rhonda Thomson at 989-390-4291. 

Our Members Passed 

Recently & over the winter we lost a few long-time 

members & friends, whom will not be forgotten. 

Treva McClanahan 

Ray Perez 

Ken Cohee 

Dave Smith 



Grayling Country Club  

2122 S I-75 Business Loop 

PO Box 529 

Grayling, MI 49738 
 
(989)348-5618 

SPRING, SUMMER, 

FALL, WE LOVE 

GOLF!  

#PLAYSAFE 

#STAYSAFE 

LOOKING 

FORWARD TO A 

GREAT 2020 

SEASON! 

We all would like to wish Mike & Kelly Fortino a happy 
retirement and we appreciate the dedication, hard work 
and the many new initiatives that he introduced in his 6 
years as our General Manager! 
 


